


Assessment of County Health Department Immunization
Coverage Levels in 2-Year-Old Children (2017)

Page Two

Apnl 19, 2017

Twenty-four of the 67 CHDs (36 percent) were excluded from this cohort because the “Total Clients” in
their immunization home were £10. Of the remaining 43 CHDs, 16 (37 percent) achieved or exceeded
the statewide CHD goal, six of which attained 100 percent coverage (Enclosure 1).

The 43 CHDs providing those 4,707 immunizations were broken down by site, number of 2-year-old
children with a CHD as their immunization home, and immunization coverage level for the 4:3:1:3:3:1.4
immunization series. Sites with €10 “Tetal Clients” were excluded (Enclosure 2). Those CHDs not
meeting the statewide CHD coverage goal may find these data useful for determining if and where
pockets of need exist in one or more sites providing immunization services.

Coverage levels for the 2-year-old children assessed in the past five years (2013-2017) was compiled.
For 2017, 23 of the qualifying 43 CHDs (54 percent) had a decrease in coverage from 2016, 14
improved their coverage, and five remained the same (Enclosure 3).

For this same five-year period, the number of 2-year-old children wath a CHD immunization home was
compiled. Twenty-five of the 67 CHDs (37 percent) could not be compared for years 2016 and 2017
due to having £10 “Total Clients” in either or both years. In the last year alone, 28 of the 42 qualifying
CHDs (67 percent) decreased their 2-year-old population, for a 28 percent statewide population
decrease (6,490 and 4,707 respectively). From 2013 to 2017, the population decreased by 59 percent
(11,559 and 4,707 respectively) (Enclosure 4). Private physicians continue to lead in velume of
childhood immunization service delivery, while CHDs provide about four percent only. This downward
trend is evident in the steady decrease of 2-year-old children belonging to CHDs (source: Florida
Department of Health, Survey of Immunization Levels in 2-Year-Old Children 2016, available online at
www floridahealth.govistatistics-and-data/immunization-coverage-surveys-reports/state-surveys. htmdl).

The 2017 statewide CHD immunization coverage level for the 1-year-old children assessed is
76.1 percent, an alarming decrease from last year (85 percent). Twenty-one CHDs (31 percent) were
excluded frem this cohort because the “Total Clients” in their immunization home were <10 percent. Of
the remaining (qualifying) 46 CHDs, only eight (17 percent) achieved or exceeded the 90 percent
statewide CHD goal. Of those eight CHDs, three attained 100 percent (Enclosure 5).

Children who miss the fourth dose of DTaP negatively impact statewide efforts to achieve immunization
coverage goals. We must focus on the following areas to improve our 2-year-old CHD immunization
coverage rates:

Administer simultaneously all vaccines a child is eligible to receive at the time of each wvisit.

Conduct quarterly audits, via Florida SHOTS, to ensure complete immunization coverage of children
with a CHD immunization home.

Regularly schedule automated reminder and recall processes via Flonda SHOTS to identify active
clients and improve overall compliance with the recommended immunization schedule, particularly
for the fourth dose of DTaP and PCV vaccines.

The Immunization Section’s Florida SHOTS development team will continue to work with the Flonda
Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) Information System and Assessment of Electronic Benefits
Transfer (FLAWAISE) system’s IT team towards completion of the system integration between Flornda
SHOTS and FL-WISE.
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Use clinical and WIC visits to assess immunization status, encourage vaccination compliance, and
provide appropriate immunizations.

The Immunization Section’s Quality Improvement Clinical team is available to provide technical
assistance and guidance as needed. These collaborative efforts will help us reach our coverage goals
for Florida's 2-year-old children and enable us to achieve our common goal of providing Florida's infant
population with the best protection possible against vaccine-preventable diseases.
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